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How  much  can  a  big  city  neighborhood  in 
a  predominantly  Negro  community  do  to 
help  itself? 

Can  middle-aged  housing  be  upgraded  by 
the  self-help  action  of  its  residents? 

And  can  a  concerted,  cooperative  efiorl 
at  corrective  action  break  recurring  patterns 
of  pl)ysical  obsolescence  and  blight  — 
thereby  giving  new  hope  not  only  to  this 
community,  but  to  many  other  big  city 
neighborhoods  as  well? 
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These  questions  will  be  answered  graphically 
this  summer  when  whites  and  Negroes, 
college  students  and  homeowners,  residents 
and  absentee-owners  join  forces  in  a  pilot 
demonstration  of  community  betterment 
that  is  expected  to  provide  a  model  for 
residents  and  owners  in  many  similar 
neighborhoods. 

The  focus  of  their  combined  efforts  will  be 
Dale,  Catawba  and  Laurel  Streets  in  the 
Roxbury  section  of  Boston,  where  one  of  the 
largest  urban  renewal  programs  in  the 
country  is  now  underway. 

Here,  in  three  blocks  located  in  the  heart 
of  the  Washington  Park  Urban  Renewal  Area, 
twenty  students  selected  for  the  Roxbury 
Work  Camp  will  work  side-by-side  with 
local  residents,  local  citizen  groups,  youth 
organizations  and  members  of  local  insti- 
tutions and  agencies,  in  a  self-help  demon- 
stration in  housing  rehabilitation  that  will 
be  watched  closely  by  many  residents  in 
other  neighborhoods  of  the  Inner  City. 

Working  with  local  people,  the  students  will 
paint  the  outsides  of  houses  and  garages, 
will  build  fences,  clean  vacant  lots,  and 
engage  in  landscape  work  and  street 
beautification  projects. 


In  addition,  residents  with  the  technical 
assistance  of  the  local  renewal  authority  will 
upgrade  the  interiors  of  homes  and  apart- 
ments in  the  fifty-five  residential  buildings 
within  the  three-block  area. 

It  should  be  emphasized  that  the  work 
undertaken  will  be  hard  and  sometimes 
tedious  physical  labor.  The  cooperative  living 
aspect  of  the  program  means  that  work  and 
recreation  will  be  undertaken  in  common. 
Participation  will  be  co-educational  and 
students  will  live  dormitory  style  in  the  area 
under  the  supervision  of  adult  project 
directors.  All  participants  will  be  introduced 
to  community  and  civil  rights  leaders  and 
will  have  an  opportunity  through  discussions 
to  gain  a  better  insight  into  housing,  social, 
and  economic  problems  typical  of  many 
American  big  city  neighborhoods. 

Students  will  also  have  a  grass  roots  oppor- 
tunity to  work  with  persons  of  different 
races  and  background,  and  to  watch  core 
city  renewal  at  work.  By  sharing  ideas,  fun, 
and  work,  they  can  have  a  practical  experi- 
ence in  community  service  and  group  living. 

Homeowners  and  local  community  groups 
will  learn  the  economic  ,  physical  and  social 
value  of  cooperation  for  home  and  neighbor- 
hood improvement. 
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SPONSOR 

FREEDOM  HOUSE 


HOST  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Washington  Park 

Citizens  Urban  Renewal  Action  Committee 

Roxbury-North  Dorchester  Interfaith 
Clergy  Committee  for  Renewal 

Dale  Area  Improvement  Association 

Charles  Street  A.M.E.  Church 

Eliot  Congregational  Church 

St.  Mark  Social  Center 

Norfolk  House  Centre 

International  Student  Association 

American  Friends  Service  Committee 
New  England  Regional  Office 


In  cooperation  with  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
GREATER  BOSTON  REAL  ESTATE  BOARD 


